
FutureBeef communication planner (as at 25 February 2015) 
 

  SUMMER AUTUMN WINTER SPRING 
  December January February March April May June July August September October November 
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Onfarm • Christmas Day (25) • New Year’s Day (1) 
• Australia Day (26)  
• BAS due 

• Valentines Day 
(14) 

• Int. Women’s Day 
(8) 

• April Fools Day (1) 
• ANZAC Day (25)  
• BAS due 

• Mothers Day  (12)  • BAS due 
• National farm 

safety  
• week (15-20) 

 • Fathers Day (1) • Tax and BAS due 
• World Food Day 

(16) 

• Remembrance 
Day (11) 

• Int. Men’s Day 
(19) 

Messages             

Activities             
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Onfarm 
 

Bulls  go in with 
breeders 

 
Calving 

 
 

Protein supplement 
feeding 

 
 

Wet season spell  
Use of fire   

 
 
 
Calving 

 
 
 

P supplement 
feeding 

• Branding 
• Draft out dry cows 

(Culls) 
• Treat Buffalo fly  
• Breeder 

vaccinations 
(worms, Botulism)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P supplement 
feeding 
Stocktake of pasture 
Feed budgets   

                   
                      Bulls out 
 
 
 
Protein supplement 
feeding  

      
 Bulls out 
Weaning 
Educate weaners   
 
 
 
 
 
Stocktake of pasture 

  
 
    Weaning   
    Educate weaners  
 
 
 
 
Dry season 
assessment/ plan  

Preg test cows and 
segregate  on 
pregnancy (foetal 
age) 

• Replacement 
heifer selection  

 
Calving 

 
 

 
Calving 

• Check and cull 
bulls (BBSE) 

• Vaccinate bulls (3 
day, Vibrio) 

 
Wet season spell 
Use of fire   
 
Sown pastures   

 
Calving 

Messages   • Matching stocking 
rate to cattle 
condition  

 • Weaner mangt 
and education  
Dry season 
supplement  

     • Use of fire info  

Activities • Northern Muster   • Stocktake 
workshops  

• GLM courses  • Northern Muster  
•  
• Nutrition 

workshops 

   • Northern Muster 
 
• Breeder selection, 

Herd performance 
workshops 

• Bull selection 
workshops  

• Fire management 
days 
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Onfarm  • Bulls in • Determine P 
status of cattle 
mid-wet when not 
on P supps via 
faecal P 

 • Wean 
replacement 
heifer and 
manage as a high 
priority group 

• Bulls out 
• Forage budgeting 
• Diet quality 

monitoring 

• Prepare to feed 
dry season 
supplements 

• Continue 
monitoring 
paddocks 

 • Wean all 
remaining calves. 
Manage 
replacement 
heifers as a high 
priority group. 

• Wean/ preg-
testing and 
vaccinate; BCS all 
breeding cattle 

• May need to start 
energy 
supplementation. 

• Purchase bulls 
• Spike feed heifers 

in control-mated 
herds. 

• Bull BBSE exam 
• Spike feed heifers 

in control-mated 
herds. 

 

Messages             

Activities             
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Onfarm • Branding  

• Bulls in 
• Branding 
• Cull dry cows  at 

branding 
• Bulls in  

• Branding 
• Cull dry cows  at 

branding  
• Take bulls out  

 • Weaning and 
weaning 
education 

• Pregnancy testing 
• BCS scoring and 

cow vaccinations  
• Forage budgeting 

• Weaning and 
weaning 
education 

• Pregnancy testing 
• BCS scoring and 

cow vaccinations  
 

• Weaning and 
weaning 
education 

• Pregnancy testing 
• BCS scoring and 

cow vaccinations  
• Dry season 

supplementation 
(if required) 

• Dry season 
supplementation 
(if required) 

• Check and cull 
bulls (BBSE), 
Vaccinate bulls (3 
day, Vibrio) 

 

• Dry season 
supplementation 
(if required) 

• Dry season 
supplementation 
(if required) 

• Bull sales 
• Calving  
• Tick treatment 

• Dry season 
supplementation 
(if required) 

• Bull sales 
• Calving  
• Fire management 
• Wet  season spell  

• Calving 
• Establish pastures 
• Wet  season spell 

Messages   • Matching stocking 
rate to cattle 
condition 

         

Activities • CQ BEEF   • Reef rescue 
grazing (Mackay) 

• CQ BEEF 
• GLM course Alpha 

• Nutrition Edge 
courses 

 • Breeder  • CQ BEEF • Breeding Edge 
workshop Emerald 

  

So
ut

h 
Q

ld
 

Onfarm • Branding 
• P supplement 

 • Bulls out 
• Assess pasture 
• Make dry season 

plan 

 • Business planning • Wean, preg-test, 
vaccinate. 

• Start dry season 
plan 

 

 • Check and cull 
bulls 

• Assess 
replacements 

• Assess pasture 

• Calving 
• Ticks, 3-day, lepto 

• Bulls in  

Messages             

Activities          • Ag Show (Tba) (3-
5) 
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Onfarm • Brand 
• Assess growing 

cattle 
• Buffalo fly 
• P supplement 

   • Bulls out, check 
and cull 

• Draft cows on BCS 
• Brand 
• Train weaners 
• Assess pasture & 

SRs 
• Start dry season 

plan 

• Prep land for 
sowing pasture 

• Business/tax 
planning 

• Re-assess pasture 
• Preg-test and cull 
• Vaccinate lepto 

 • Check & cull bulls 
• Assess 

replacements 
• Vaccinate 3-day & 

vibrio 
• Assess pasture 
• Assess breeder & 

weaner BCS 
• Consider burn 

• Assess cow 
condition 

• Ticks, 3-day, lepto 
• Bulls in with 

heifers 

• Bulls in with cows  

Messages    • Weaner mgt & 
edu 

• Dry season P supp 
 

• Use BBSE 
• Breeder & heifer 

mgt 
• BCS 

   • Weaner mgt small 
weaners 

• Use BBSE & EBVs 

• Weaner mgt 
• Wet season P 

supplement 
 

  

Activities • Grassfed beef 
prod & prod feed 
workshop 

• Mkt & sell EDGE 

 • Ext. packs review 
meetings 

 
 

• Beeftalk Aut/ 
Winter 

 

• Agro-Trend 
Bundaberg (9-11) 

• Sust Farm Sys Grp 
 

 • Bull & female 
selection w/shops 

• Brisbane EKKA (8-
17) 

 

• Beeftalk Spr/ 
Summer 
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Onfarm • Business planning  

• Putting out wet 
season lick 

• Bulls out 
• P feeding 

• Putting out wet 
season lick 

• Bulls out 
• P feeding 

 • Staff training 
• Preparing for first 

round muster – 
ordering gear for 
branding etc 

 

• Forage budgeting 
• Steer selling 
• Transport  
• Weaning/mustering 
 

• Finish weaning/ 
mustering 

• Fuel break 
 

• Weaning/ 
mustering 

 

• P feeding • Maintenance duties 
• Selecting heifers  
• Bull purchasing 
• Second round 

muster 
• Looking after 

smaller weaners/ 
protecting BCS 

• Maintenance duties 
• Selecting heifers 
• Steer sales 
• Bull purchasing 
• Second round 

Weaning/muster 

• Second round 
Weaning/muster 

 

Alice 
Springs 

• Less Urea & more  
P feeding  

  • Forage budgeting • Weaning/mustering 
 

• Weaning/mustering 
• Fuel break 

   • Weaning/mustering 
 

• Weaning/mustering 
 

  

Messages • Whole of business 
management 

• Supplementation 
and nutrition 

• P feeding 
• Set them free – 

putting the bulls 
out 

• Supplementation 
and nutrition  

• P feeding 
• Breeding mgt 
• Business analysis 
• Weed control 
• Bulls getting jiggy 

with it 

• How’s the wet 
looking? 

• Weaner 
education 

• Utilisation rate 
and forage 
budgeting 

• Are you pulling 
your bulls out or 
preg-testing back 
to a calving 
window? 

• Breeder nutrition 
• Grazing land mgt  
• Marketing options 
• Weaner Education 

– setting cattle up 
with a good 
psychology for life 

• Weaner education 
• Animal husbandry  
• Fire preparation  
• Data collection – 

for nerds, but sooo 
important – can’t 
manage what you 
don’t measure 

• Weaner 
education 

• Animal 
husbandry 

• Spelling/burning 
• Why would you 

preg-test your 
wet cows? 

• P feeding 
• Heifer selection 
• Bull buying 

checklist – how do 
you know a good 
bull? 

• Selecting bulls 
• Breeding values 
• Fertility  
• Breeding mgt 
• Wet season spelling 
•  

• Fertility  
• Economics of 

Reproduction 
• Let them prove 

themselves – 
overmating heifers 

• Have you ordered 
your P 
supplement yet? 
How much P per 
head/day? 

• Size does matter! 
Scrotal size and 
400 day weight. 

•  

Activities • Alice Springs Rural 
Review 

  • Barkly Beef 
• Alice Springs 

Rural Review 

• Douglas Daly Field 
Day 

• Stock and dog 
schools 

• KRR-Managing 
breeders through 
the dry 

• Farm & Garden Day 
– local farming 

 

 • Barkly Beef 
• Alice Springs 

Rural Review 

• Katherine Rural 
Review  

• Mataranka Beef Up 
Forum – CashCow 
messages 

• 6-7th  Barkly Herd 
Mgt Forum  

• Barkly Beef  
• Alice Springs Rural 

Review 

• Katherine Rural 
Review  
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Onfarm • P supplement • P supplement • P supplement, 
Infrastructure 
maintenance and 
repair, early 
season burning 

• Staff training  
 

• Mustering, 
weaning, preg 
testing 

     • Late season  
burning 

• Late season 
burning 

Messages    • Forage 
budgeting, 
matching 
stocking rate to 
carrying capacity, 
weaning 

• Target fertility in 
heifers, early 
weaning to reduce 
grazing pressure 

• Market 
diversification, 
shrinkage during 
transport 

• The value of 
using EBVs and 
BBSEs when 
selecting bulls 

• Understanding 
cost of production 

 • P supplement  • Wet season 
spelling, grazing 
distribution 

Activities   • Kimberley GKM •  PGA conference • Northwest Expo • Rangeland Memo,  
• Rangeland 

management 
courses 

 • BusinessEDGE (?) • Fitzroy Crossing bull 
sale, Broome bull 
sale 

• Kununurra Ag Show 
• NBRUC 

• Cost of production 
workshop, Pilbara 
DCM meeting 

 • GLM follow up 
day 

 



Abbreviations 
BAS Business Activity Statement 
BBSE Bull Breeding Soundness Examination 
BCS Body condition score 
B/fly Buffalo fly 
Bdr Breeder 
EBV  Estimated Breeding Value 
Edu Education 
Ext Extension 
Hfr Heifer 
Mgt Management 
P Phosphorus 
Supp Supplement 
Wnr Weaner 
 
Other resources 
• Husbandry manual 
• NLIS 
• Nutrition EDGE 
• P manual 
• Storelink 
• Weaner manual 
• P manual 
• Stocktake 
• Nutrition EDGE 
• Business EDGE 
• BreedCowDynama 
• TMO 
• Stocktake 
• BREEDPLAN 
• Grazing BMP 
• Webinars new & old 
 
 


