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Our rainfall and pasture growth – comparing current seasons with the past

Webinar #2: “Getting the Inside Edge in grazing land management” series



• Accessing the New Rainfall Poster page

• Australia’s Variable Rainfall Poster

• Queensland’s Extended Wet and Dry Period Poster

• Drought situation sequences

• Climate drivers for drought

• ENSO (SOI) / IPO interaction

• “Learning from history” report

• Tropical Cyclone and Pasture Growth Posters

• Poster visualisation - The Map App

• AUSSIEGRASS maps and data

Webinar “Roadmap”
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Kate Doyle (ABC Weather 9/10/2018; https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-09/bom-declares-el-nino-alert/10356724) 

El Nino acting alone?... + other Drought Climate Drivers…



Interdecadal Pacific Oscillation (IPO)

(B. Henley et al. 2015)

IPO summary

• IPO related to movement of warm water in the Pacific Ocean. 

• IPO’s pattern similar to ENSO - linked? 

• IPO operates on much longer timescales (10-30 years).

• “Warm phase” (+ve IPO) is “detrimental” for our rainfall

• “Cool phase” (-ve IPO) is “beneficial” for our rainfall

• Phases have additive effect with ENSO when in synchrony



Sea Surface Temperature - ENSO and (IPO)

El Niño

Neutral

La Niña

IPO - warmIPO - cool

Source: LFH - McKeon et al. (2004)



Rainfall - ENSO and Interdecadal Pacific Oscillation (IPO)

Percent chance of 
exceeding median rainfall

El Niño

Neutral

La Niña

IPO - warmIPO - cool

Source: LFH - McKeon et al. (2004)



Learning from History…

• Chapter 1: Climate and economic forces - interaction with rangeland grazing systems

• Chapter 2: Degradation and recovery episodes in Australia’s rangelands - 8 episode anthology



Posters continued…



Posters continued…



AussieGRASS maps and data



“Map App” - poster visualisation



• Historical sequences of rainfall and pasture growth can assist us to understand the past… 
– and can help to prevent us repeating previous poor decisions

• See our posters and Map App: at The Long Paddock website www.longpaddock.qld.gov.au

• or email us at longpaddock@qld.gov.au

Next in the “Getting the Inside Edge” webinar series:

•FORAGE – free property information to assist with grazing land management decisions: 

– Part 1 – currently available information (Thurs 15th Nov)

– Part 2 – new and soon to be released information (Thurs 29th Nov)

Questions and suggestions - email The Long Paddock team at longpaddock@qld.gov.au

Wrap-up


