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About MLA

Working in collaboration with the Australian Government 

and the red meat industry, 

MLA invests in initiatives that contribute to 

producer profitability, 

sustainability and 

global competitiveness.



MLA’s remit

• Research, development and adoption

• Marketing
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MSA changes

MSA Vendor Declaration Form
• simplified reporting of tropical breed content 
• custom feeding/agistment

Model
• new cooking methods
• new and emerging cuts
• extended ageing predictions suitable for export markets
• hump height as direct predictor 

myMSA
• enhanced feedback
• refreshed look 



1. Solid foundations

• Strong science
• Strong industry endorsement



Strong science

Changes to the MSA model are underpinned by strong science.

Changes to the MSA model have been underpinned by rigorous science and evidence:

• Hump height/Bos indicus/eating quality research
• Mixing and stress trial
• Meat colour and packaging trial
• Packaging trial
• Limited cut x cook trial
• Cuts from BIN cattle
• Brisket and rib trial
• Extended ageing project



Strong industry endorsement

MSA has not made these changes in isolation. They have been made with strong 
industry endorsement.

Changes to MSA have been endorsed by leading Australian meat and animal 
researchers and red meat industry representatives:

• MSA Pathways R&D Committee

• MSA Beef Taskforce 

• Australian Meat Industry Language and Standards Committee



1. Solid foundations

Changes are underpinned by strong science and strong industry 
endorsement.



2. Changes affecting cattle producers

• MSA Vendor Declaration Form
• Model change: hump height
• myMSA



MSA Vendor Declaration Form

The new MSA Vendor Dec will be available in September. You won’t have to use it then 
but you’ll need to use it once your current forms run out. 

Current New

C. Simplified 
reporting of 

tropical breed 
content

A. Receive MSA 
feedback if you use 
agistment/custom 

feeding 

B. Simplified 
reporting of 

males/females



Hump height – the evolution

2014 consumer sensory research clearly showed that hump height has a direct 
relationship with eating quality

Pre-
2019

2019
+

predict

verify/predict
Eating quality

Eating quality

Hump height 
+ HSCW 

+ sex

Bos indicus content 
declaration

predict Individual 
recording

Individual 
recording

Hump height 
+ HSCW 

+ sex



Hump height and tropical breed content

Accurate eating 
quality 

prediction

Accurate eating 
quality 

prediction

Hump height 
+ HSCW 

+ sex

Hump height 
+ HSCW 

+ sex

TBC = yes

TBC = no

Within 
model 

tolerance

Outside 
model 

tolerance

Model checks 
attributes 

against 
tolerance levels



Hump height  

Steer A 

• The hump to weight ratio is large
• This exacerbates “the hump effect” 

The MSA model will regard Steer A as having a 
more negative effect on eating quality, negatively 
impacting the MSA Index (all other things being 
equal).

Steer B 

• The hump to weight ratio is small
• This reduces some of “the hump effect”

The MSA model will regard Steer B as having a 
more positive impact on eating quality, positively 
impacting the MSA Index (all other things being 
equal). 

230kg 380kg



Hump height  

Steer C 

• The hump to weight ratio is large 
• The ratio falls outside the model’s tolerance for 

cattle declared as TBC = no

The MSA model will regard Steer C as having a 
more negative impact on eating quality, regardless 
of his breed, negatively impacting the MSA Index 
(all other things being equal). 

230kg
Steer D 

• The hump to weight ratio is small 
• The ratio is within the model’s tolerance for 

cattle declared as TBC = no

The MSA model will regard Steer D as having a 
more positive impact on eating quality, positively 
impacting the MSA Index (all other things being 
equal).

380kg



Welcome to the new-look myMSA

myMSA is now easier to use. 
Check out some of the new features: 



myMSA

Producers will see the new-look myMSA once their processor has switched over to the 
new MSA model. This will be between June and September. 

Menu Navigation



myMSA

• Kill data and feedback sheets

• Benchmarking and tools (MSA Index, non-compliance, carcase attributes, index calculator)

• Reports and resources (consignment data, reports over time, create customised reports)

• Access e-Dec, order Beef Vendor Dec (hardcopy books) or download order form.

All your favourite things still in the one place.



myMSA – the Opportunity Index

Producers will see the new-look myMSA once their processor has switched over to the 
new MSA model. This will be between June and September. 



2. Changes affecting cattle producers

Producers don’t have to do anything different, just be aware that: 

• a new MSA Vendor Dec Form is coming – you’ll need to move to 
the new Form once your current ones run out 

• the MSA model is changing
• myMSA is being modernised with some enhanced features



3. Next steps

• Timelines
• Further communications



Timelines

Changes will be phased in between June and September 2019

Processors must switch to the new MSA model between June and 
September 

When your processor has made the switch:
• the new MSA model will take effect on your cattle 

• you’ll automatically start accessing the new-look myMSA

June September

New MSA Vendor 
Declaration 

becomes available

July August



Further communications

MSA will contact all MSA-registered cattle producers next month with more information.

This recording will be available to re-watch on the FutureBeef website.
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Questions?


