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Longpaddock website
Use Chrome



FORAGE ςPasture growth alert report
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13 25 23

Northern Australia Climate 
Program (NACP)
Qld Government, MLA, USQ
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CliMate
Search for Australian 
Climate app

https://climateapp.net.au/



CliMate Search for Australian Climate app
https://climateapp.net.au/

50mm in 3 days in Nov



5ǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ Χ

9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ
Everyone is trying to do their best

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƴŘǎƛƎƘǘ ΧΦ
LŦ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜΧ

are difficult

plan & review

annual cycles



Drought review

Worked well Not well Do differently

objectively ςno blame ςlearn with mistakes

Do more Do less Try new



Making a drought plan
Drought plan

What are the goals of my grazing business  ______________________________________________

My vision of success for managing thru drought __________________________________________stay healthy, hold equity, rain ready pastures é

converting productive pastures into beef, genetics..

Hate about droughté

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Strategiesé

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



Åbest decision: destocking to critical dates

Åworst decision: not acting early enough

Producer reflections on drought

YŜȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΧ
ΨYƴƻǿ what you are going to do andǿƘŜƴΩ

was the  key to staying in control.

tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΧ

άwŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ-West Slopes, 2002-лоέ 
David Llewelyn, Senior Livestock Officer (Beef Products), Moree.
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!ƴƴǳŀƭ ŎȅŎƭŜǎ ϧ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ŘŀǘŜǎΧ
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Feed budgeting

300 kg

10 kg/head/day

1 day / 30 cows

30 days / 1 cows

PŀŘŘƻŎƪ ǎŎŀƭŜΥ  ǿŀǘŎƘ /ƻƭ tŀǘƻƴΩǎ п ǎƘƻǊǘ  ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ



Google search: 
Col Paton 

Forage Budget 
Futurebeef



growing low or no pasture growth growing?

Pasture budgeting from autumn till Xmas

ωphoto standards (FutureBeef web)

ωcut quadrant

άǊŀƛƴ ǊŜŀŘȅέ 
pasture cover

Kg DM/ha? ω Intake: kg DM /head/day

Kg DM/ha?



growing low or no pasture growth growing?

Pasture budgeting  - rough example

eat 30% = 1200 kg

άǊŀƛƴ ǊŜŀŘȅέ 
pasture cover

4000 
kg DM/ha

2000 
kg DM/ha

÷ 10kg/head/day

= 120 days grazing / ha

eat 30% = 600 kg ÷ 10kg/head/day

= 60 days grazing / ha
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People usually use a mix 
of options

Drought options - ƛŦ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜΧ

ÅSell

ÅFeed - production

ÅFeed - maintenance

ÅFeedlot

ÅAgistment

ÅDrove

ÅLease

ÅBuy land

ÅEuthanasia

{ŀȅƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎΧ
ω /ŀǘǘƭŜ Ґ Ϸ ŀƴŘ Ϸ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅ
ω Sell and regret but sell
ω {Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƳŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ
ω Cattle are not an endangered species

Tools ςassess options
Futurebeef, beef business tools

1. Sell versus feed

2. Marketing options

3. Agistment

4. Production feeding

5. Costing nutrients
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Sell versus feedingRoma median rainfall
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Feed 270 days x $1 /head/d = $  270 (feed $ only)

If Sell

$900

& Buy back

$1500

difference

~$600

x $2 /d          = $  540

x $4 /d          = $1080
ς People - time, labour, stress

ς Stress ïsoils, pasture, stock

ς Feeding period

ς Feed availability / price

ς Interest

ς Gear, R&M

ς Deaths

ς Soil loss, pasture recovery

ς Weeds



Less stress ςopportunity ςsoil/pastures Stress ςlabour ςdeaths ςprices ςsoil/pastures

Feeding and managing sheep in dry times
Bulletin 4651 Nov 2005
Department of Agriculture, WA



Managing for variability
ω{ǘƻŎƪ ƴƻΩǎ Ąsummer pasture yield Ąland condition + rain 

ωWet spell + annual pasture budget (eat 30%) ςmove early

ωStock to 75% of 
average rainfall

ωNot all breeders - trade cattle (easy to sell)

ωPasture focus ςusing stock to make more productive system
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Water intake

About 10% of live weight

200kg = 20 L  (15-40)
400kg = 40 L  (25-70)

LESS MORE

Cold Hot
Wet feed Dry feed
Low performance High performance

e.g. growth, lactation



How much do cattle eat?
2% Live weight (dry matter DM) (1.5-3%)

DM
200kg = 4kg 

400kg = 8kg

500kg = 10kg 



Stock

Grain

12ME

Hay

8.5ME

Poorer hay

7ME + 

lick / meal 
(molasses supp+)

Grain*: hay

50:50

*or pellets 

Grain : hay

80:20

Silage

30%DM, 9ME

Weaners 200kg 
(0.2ADG)

2.5 3.5 4 + 0.3 3 2.5 12

Yearlings 250kg 
(0.1ADG)

3 4 4.5 + 0.3 3.5 3 15

Adult 400kg 4 6 6.5 + 0.3 5 4.5 20

Breeder late preg 
425kg

5 8.5 8 + 1 7 6.5 27

Breeder lactating 
425kg

6 +
2 kg hay

10.5 8.5 + 2 9 8 30

Maintenance full hand feeding rates (as fed)

Source: Full hand feeding of beef cattle ςquantities. Bill McKiernan (NSW DPI)



Weaning information

Weaning and educating calves Carli McConnel, Mt Brisbane. Beeftalk 39, Winter 2014
https://futurebeef.com.au/weaning-educating-calves/
appendix slide 43

Å Benefits of good weaning flows through the whole business for years
Å Prepared ahead of time ςcontrol mating, foetal aging (know months ahead)
Å Good nutrition
Å Low stress  (food, water, shelter, low stress stock handling)
Å Segregate on size, shy feeders

https:// futurebeef.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/Weaner-management-
in-northern-beef-herds.pdf

Weaner management in northern 
beef herds (MLA)

Dry season management of a beef 
business: a guide to planning, 
managing and supplementary 
feeding. (DAF)  P47 

https://futurebeef.com.au/document-
library/dry-season-management-beef-
business-guide-planning-managing-
supplementary-feeding/

https://futurebeef.com.au/weaning-educating-calves/
https://futurebeef.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Weaner-management-in-northern-beef-herds.pdf
https://futurebeef.com.au/document-library/dry-season-management-beef-business-guide-planning-managing-supplementary-feeding/


Grain: hay

50:50

$600/t  (60c/kg)

$/hd/day Days $/hd/period

Adult breeder 5 kg $3.00 210 $630

- Late pregnant 7 kg $4.20 60 $252

- Lactating 9 kg $5.40 95 $513

365 $1,395*

Estimated full feeding costs ς425 kg breeder

*Feed cost only
Åadd labour, interest, R&M, losses 
Åimpact on soils, pastures, stress 
Åtime, prices, availabilities (??)
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Holding breeder condition

1 2 3 4 5

Condition score

Which cows are more likely to be cycling?



Energy: Supply v Demand
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ME intake

ME requirements

500 kg cow- dry year

Energy

CS3+

at calving

CP if no green

NIRS test

Energy:  Supply v Demand 500kg cow 

Holding breeder condition

Early wean

for cow CS

Wet spell

Preg test

WetDryWet Dry

BullCheck®

Wet spell

P if deficient

Early wean

for cow CS

Preg test

P if deficient

Pasture budget órain ready pastureô



Protein & energy supplements

Protein (100g-1.5kg; CP 75-150 g+)

ÅDry licks

ÅWhole cotton seed (not ad lib - oil)

Å Protein meals (avoid gutsing soymeal)

ÅDried distillers grain 

ÅMolasses supplements/rollers

Å Protein blocks

ÅChick pea, mung bean 

ÅWater ςurea + sulphur
Minerals
Macro ςe.g. phosphorus (5-10g wet), calcium

Trace - e.g. copper, cobalt, selenium

Energy1-3kg+ (10-30+MJ)

ÅGrain (1% limestone, 0.3% salt)

ÅWhole cotton seed (limestone)

ÅMolasses (add protein)

ÅHay (nitrate, prussic, hang on feed)

ÅSilage (high water)

ÅDistillers grain/syrup (S <50%)

ÅProtein meals (PKE)

ÅPulse grains
ÅEnergy blocks
ÅCane (water, fibre, low CP, chemicals)

ÅGrape marc (45%water, chemicals, 

quality ranges from compost to ok)



Costing energy & protein

FutureBeef business tools    NSW DPI feed cost calculatordrought & supplementary feed calculator


