
– how to plan as a 
livestock producer

BIG RAIN
READY
Unpredictable weather events including flash  
flooding and larger flood events can be dangerous  
if you are not properly prepared. As a livestock producer, 
failure to plan for emergency situations can put you, your 
staff and your livestock at risk.

Flood events can Flood events can 
result in significant result in significant 

animal welfare animal welfare 
concerns, but never concerns, but never 

compromise your compromise your 
own safety to save own safety to save 

livestock.livestock.

Where is a safe place Where is a safe place 
to move themto move them

Identify and prepare safe 
high ground areas that will 
remain accessible during 
a flood. These may be off 
property so pre-arrange 

access agreements.

How they will get thereHow they will get there

Ensure access to suitable 
transport vehicles, portable 

yards and loading facilities to 
transport stock. If stock are to 
be moved on foot, consider 

if fencing can be realigned to 
create laneways  

to safe high ground.

Who can assistWho can assist

Develop a network who can 
assist during an emergency. 
Prepare a list of key contacts 

for emergency services, 
veterinarians, neighbours, 

other farmers and local 
transport providers.

What will keep them What will keep them 
alivealive

Relocated stock will need 
feed, water and shelter. 
Purchase and store at 

least 7-10 days of fodder 
in an area that won’t be 

affected by floods.

Keeping people Keeping people 
safe in flood situationssafe in flood situations

•	 Have a plan and 
communicate it with family  

and staff
•	 Prepare emergency supplies of food, 

and essential equipment
•	 Develop a list of emergency contacts 

including medical professionals, family 
and neighbours

•	 Understand evacuation routes and fuel 
up vehicles

•	 Access the local council disaster 
dashboard for information relevant to 

your area

The time to The time to 
plan is before plan is before 

it floods.it floods.

What stock you haveWhat stock you have

Keep an up-to-date register 
of stock numbers, classes 
and identifying features 

(brands, earmarks, tags). This 
will help with management 
logistics both during and 

after a flood.
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A Big Rain Ready Plan should be 
comprehensive but simple, so 
in times of heightened stress, it 
can be easy to find and to follow. 
Your plan should identify:
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For further information, 
please email  
projects@sqlandscapes.org.au
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