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• Industry owned joint venture between MLA and AMPC

• AUS-MEAT Language is managed by industry committee

- Australian Meat Industry Language and Standards Committee

• Standards body - administers the standards on behalf of industry

• All Enterprises exporting meat or meat products must be AUS-MEAT 

accredited

• Registered agents audit QA systems to ensure integrity of the 

descriptions

AUS-MEAT Limited
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• THE AUS-MEAT descriptive language provides the basis for industry 

transactions

• It ensures that all sections of the industry have a common 

understanding of the products that they trade

• The language is written into customers specifications for meat and 

livestock

• Used by international trading partners

AUS-MEAT Language



AUS-MEAT Language

Canada

USA

Chile

European Union
28 member countries

Highest value market
Averaging
A$9,302/tonne

Middle East
17 countries / Territories

Japan

Korea

* The total export supply to these customers equates to approximately 82% of all beef exports

Eastern Bloc

International market access



• Direct selling to a processor

• Processing companies provide specifications for livestock 

producers – Pricing grid

• Payment is based on Hot Standards Carcase Weight (HSCW)

• Cents per kilogram

• Final price will be determined once carcase quality attributes 

are assessed

• You must meet your customers specification

Over-The-Hooks Trading



Over-The-Hooks Trading



• Industry implications – conformance to specifications

• Types of feedback

- AUS-MEAT OTH & Chiller Assessment

- MSA feedback

- Other: Feedlot

• Available to the owner of the cattle

• Farm management tool

• Decision making tool

Carcase Feedback



• Over-The-Hooks trading

• Trading language

• Used to objectively describe meat and Livestock

• Mandatory for all Export processors

Slaughter Floor Language (OTH Trading) 
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Over-The-Hooks Feedback



• Voluntary system for AUS-MEAT Accredited plants

• Audited by AUS-MEAT

• Assesses saleable meat attributes

• Conducted by qualified assessors

• Can be used in product contracts / specifications

AUS-MEAT Chiller Assessment Language

Meat Colour Fat Colour

Marbling EMA

Fat depth Maturity



AUS-MEAT Chiller Assessment Language



AUS-MEAT Chiller Assessment Feedback

• Sale ability and eating quality attributes

• Basic Chiller Assessment: MB, MC, FC, EMA, RF

• May include more detailed information: MSA Grading

• Sourced directly through your processor or electronically (MSA)

Carcase Feedback



Chiller Assessment Feedback



Types of Carcase Feedback

Meat Standards Australia Feedback

• Comprehensive feedback relating to the potential EQ of carcases

• Available where cattle are eligible and have been MSA graded

• Sourced through individual processors

• Can also be accessed through myMSA.com.au



Carcase Feedback

Benchmarking for decision making

• Take note of % carcases that don’t conform to required 

specifications

• Observe trends throughout data

• Note consistent non-conforming product

• Investigate new or different production methods to better comply 

with specifications

• Never forget the customer!!



Product Trading Language

Handbook of Australian Meat



Product Trading Language

GRAINFED MB: 0-6 MC: 1B-3 FC: 0-3
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For technical enquiries regarding the 

trading language

(e) ausmeat@ausmeat.com.au

(p) 1800 621 903

mailto:brobinson@ausmeat.com.au
mailto:ausmeat@ausmeat.com.au
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